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1. Debween Iy and 20 January 1952, an epidemic of contsglons @tseage broke oub in
the arces scuth of Kaechon (12564, 39-h2)(Y0 h998). An undetermined mumber of
villages were quarantined by lecal subhorities, and a restrictive cordon was
deeread arcurd eevtala villages whers the entizre population was affecied. Tu
late January it was not possible to secure hobol accommedations in the arves,
The disease was identifled by North Xorean health authoritiss as Soruphive typhust.s

2s By labe Jamary, unldentified conbagiovs diseassy bad reachod enidemic PTODROY=
tions in the North foreen towns of Sunchon (125-56; 39-£5){%D ﬁ’?,é?)ﬂ Sainjang
(32552, 39=a1)(Y0 L7h6), and Pyongyang. Avess less seriously affected ineludod
Sangwofy {126.06, 38-51) (BT L1804}, Yul.1d (126-16, 30=51)(BU 630)), Suan (12622,
3&«5@2';{}33’3 7186), and Singye (12633, 38-29) (BT 8462). In mid=Juusry it was
ruered in Pyongyeng that eruptive fyphus wes of spidemic preportlong in the
arens of Chunghws (125-48, 38-52) (1D L305), iwangie (12543, 3840)(m L263),
Sarimon (125=45, 36:30)(¥C Lhodh), chaeryorg {125-37, 36-24)/¥C 2053} ang Anek
(12530, 36-303(%0 18643, _ '

Jo Yo wvsdleal breatent was arranged by North Xorean authorditiss in tha Pyongyong
aros a3 of late Jurwary, Sanitablon measures inciuded the vholesals quaranbine
ing of entire villages or the seperation of the healthy from the infected, In
Fyongyang and Sarivon, wall posters were put up with the slogan "Kill the lousngy

Lo In mid-Pebruary, Kengwon Provines was heavily affected by = unidentified cone
tagious dissase. In the Pyonggang and Kumhwa (127.17, 38.17)(CY 6438) aress,
30 percent of the pepulation was affccted; ab Churwen (127-1%, 38.-15)(CT 1333)
60 percent, and at Hoeyang (127-37, 38-42)(CT 808L) 100 percent, Thls latter
was one of the first willages in the provinece entered by the Chinese Corrrnd.at
foreeg, Children and young men apzeared nost seriously affected. Ruors were
wide-gprsad in the arca that onge the Chinese Cormunists entored a lecality,
ever though they deparited Jomeddately, reasidents would dontrasst the disease, and
- the mortality rate of those infected is over 50 percent.
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in Sungbseud (uwilovated), lokchonsryon (12707, 38-30)(CT 3563), a village of
30 families, most of tlo populalion were ill with an vnidenbified discase, and
16 persons had died by 20 Februsry. In Rangwn Province, no medical facilities
wore avallable for the sick, ILven in privabe hospitals ro drugs were used,

Native Korean medicinesz were used when they could be found, bub oven these were
daily bseoming nore difficult to obbain.  One remedy which was runmored to be
effective in 2 majordity of the cases treated was a mixture of three gerlin
roobs and three spoons of a Kerean sweet qrass called "dang cho? { B :TA’ P

If the patient broke oub in vod pioples Jile a rash, in about three nours afber
taking the vedicine, thore was an excollent chance for his recovery and he

was considered out of danger. The rash generally spresd over the entire bedys

Although no general control measures hed becn institubed by the provincial
aunthorities by the end of February, the village pesple?’s comdittees indicated
the houses of the sick by strebehing wire or rope avound them. There was &
rupor that some rightists in Kangwen and Pyonggang placed such ropes around
bhelr houses to keep oul State Security Dureaw investipators and soldiers bub
wnen it wag discovered thet the 1liness was only felgned they were tortuved
by the local authoritdies, ’

'y

Gooment:  Ho descrdpbion of the disease was given and the basis on
h Enie dlagnosis was made was not disclosed.
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